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I’m just trying to think about radioactivity…

He pulls out a radioactive vial from a box that was in there
and invited me to come and step up.

So there was a little vial and it has a little skull and crossbones on it
in bright orange,
and then it has a regular old drinking straw.
Like, one of the striped ones that you’d get at a bar
so I make some kind of joke about the cocktail service around here
to which the nuclear physician turned to me very seriously and said,
“This is not the time of joking.”


So, it’s a little weird to have something so dangerous
served with something so innocuous as a coloured bendy bar straw
but that’s what you do,
And you had to sign a consent form again right before you ingested it.

So there’s literally a slurp of radioactive material.
It’s colourless, it’s tasteless, it’s odourless,
so i just kind of suck it back.
And at that point he goes, “Take your time, slow down.”

And I was like… It’s kind of too late.

Well I guess one of the things is that
throughout this whole therapeutic radioactive treatment
you know that you’re being exposed to really dangerous stuff
I mean, you’re ingesting a nuclear isotope
and it doesn’t seem like much, it doesn’t look like anything,
it looks like water,
it doesn’t taste like anything.
You do it, you don’t feel any immediate effects.
You go home, you have a sick stomach for a couple days,
you’re feeling kind of normal again.

But when I went for the post-treatment scan,
when they put you in the nuclear scan machine
and you see the photo afterwards,
I mean, it was really clear that I was radioactive.

The picture was kind of like a skeleton x-ray of me
and then right at my neck where the we thought
that there was some cancerous tissue
was just a glowing white ball.
It looked like I had swallowed tinker bell and she was
trapped in my esophagus.
It was just a glowing ball of light.

And even though you can’t look at yourself and go
“I’m radioactive, things are different”
but, then when you look at a nuclear x-ray of yourself
it’s very clear that you’re glowing from the inside.
It’s there.
It’s changed your body even if you can’t see it,
feel it, or think about it.

And weeks later, I thought I was completely normal by all accounts
and I was still radioactive enough to set off alarms at a border crossing.
